N 2009 Andrew Atkinson, Holly Bradley and

Becka Lawson found a large picch near Usual

Suspects in Tunnockschacht; pushing leads at
its foct was our first aim in 2810, when members
of Cambridge UCC returned along with cavers
from the German ARGE Grabenstetten caving
club.

Ardy Chapman and Chris Densham thus
rigged the 80w shaft. naming it String Theory, and
descended it to find two leads in the large cham-
ber at the bottom. After plucking up the courage
to climb over a dubious boulder pile to gain a
small hele in the far wall chey found a sorongly
draughting pitch and. to its left, 2 window a fow
metres above the chamber The following day the
surveying team of Becka, Neii Pacey and juian
Todd discovered a second farge wincow in the
far right of the chamboi up n teercrmg boolder
slope.

Andy imbed the slope
to gan a small baicany, providing
a sturnng location for 18rous
brews using Andy's stove Afrer a
small free-climb. leading to a down-
climb into a chamber, three potenual
leads were reduced to one that
headed south towards Steinbricken-
hihie. The pair continued surveying
Konigsberg, aptly named for the snall
bridges that spanned the passage.
eventually reaching a 30m pirch,

Pigeor in Flight. It drepped into the
shore horizontal Sandy Balls passage.
mamed after Andy's family holiday
venue fron years ago. Two mare
pitches trended lefrwards — picking
the nearest, Neil plus Chris Smith
and Germar caver Thomas Holder,
descenced o a section of rift

passage leading to another shaft of perhaps 30m
The bartom of the shaft was choked. buta (Om
climb up led to a window overlocking ancther
large shaft.

in the meantime, Chris Densham, Becka and

n wene through the window at the base of

Strwg Theory  a 30m pitch landed in the far
cnd of the chamber at the botom of the [00n-
deep Usual Suspeces. During the previous ox-
pedit-on Becla, Julian and Steve Jones had spens
a few coid hewrs hore, hoddled rogerher while
a roaring torrent hammerad down rock

face. malking ivimpossible to ascerd the poecriy
positioned SRT rope.This ‘atest discavery. namea
The Scraight Cho ce. was therefore welcome as a
much-needed dry siternative to Usual Suspects

Andy. Nei. and Chris Smith contrued their
exploratior, stili hepirg for 1 conncction to
Steinbruckenhohle. and begar checking some
side passages that headec south. Chris and Neil
both stumbled upon pitches  Clris’s seenved
to head decp and it did. ‘cr 100m to 2 fleor

g a large hole with a two-secen ,
Owing to a lack of ~ope anc gear, it had to e eft
undescended {for this year').

Cn another descert. Andy and Neil pushed a
stot leading onito another pich. best descended
via a1 hote in the roof te avoid the crumbly rock
aearby, so Neit commenced drilling. Two minutes
&

A good poks around the latest
chamber errsaea. but tie only real

climb frory which both Andy ard
Neil hac backad off after an attack
of common sense: snother spot o
be ieft for next year and a bout of
aid-climaing.

This feft any available sushes
to the chamber beneath Usua
Suspects. Becka and Clois Densham
nad spent some time Mopping wup
ieads in the northward-trending
passages below the pitea, finding
A small pitch dropping inte a it
and a phreatic passage in a second.
horizonta: development oy 2 few
metres lower than the extensive
phreatic passage explored in 2009
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This led to a chamber, which was traversed by
Andrew, Chris, Becka and German Aiko Schiitz,
to the continuing tube, Phreaticus Interuptus.
Pitches were ignored in favour of a series of
increasingly bold traverses.

However, the horizontal development ap-
peared to end in a mud choke — aithough the
strong draught encouraged Andrew and Becka
to dig through it to gain yet another traverse and
then a climb. This section produced extensive
horizontal passage, but all leads eventually ended
in pitches. Other vertical leads remain to be
pushed here, including the final discovery: Neil,
Becka and Frank Tully surveyed up a ramp to yet
another large pitch.

Our time was up. During the course of three
weeks the expedition had entered and surveyed
over 2km of new passage, mostly at a depth of

200m, increasing Tunnockschacht’s length to
8,378m and depth to 348m, with ongoing
Max \ ] pitches providing much greater potential.
Pleasuie 2 F It is still possible that it will connect
to the nearby Steinbriickenh&hle
(16,567m), which now lies merely 38m
horizontally and 5m verticaily away
to the south, and also via Kaninchen-
hohle into the master system on the plateay, the
Schwarzmooskogel-H&hlensystem (60,570m). if
it does, it could produce one of the biggest
systems in Austria at over 85km fong and Tkm
deep.
% 4 That’s when we achieve success — next year, of
What’s in a 5 N _ ¥ course.
name? i
Tunnockschacht was
discovered during the
20046 expedition to the
Loser plateau, but where -
did the nasive come from? .
‘Commonly simply called
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